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DO WE REALLY NEED POETRY? 

Poetry suffers from more misunderstanding than possibly any other topic. The average 
Englishman considers that poetry is “nice” for children; becoming for girls; appropriate for women 
teachers; and a necessary evil for students of literature. Few people read poetry and fewer still pay 
for it. 

The reason for the common man’s dislike of poetry is that poetry should deal only with 
certain specific “nice” themes and topics such as birds, bees, flowers, trees and love. 

But the fact is that life in all its forms can provide inspiration for poetry. The so-called ugly 
and ordinary are as remarkable in their way as the beautiful and sublime. Modern poets have 
discovered this and given us many fine poems on unpoetical subjects. 

Do we really need poetry or, for that matter, any of the arts? Would it really matter if they 
did not exist? The answer seems to be that man is an artistic animal, and as long as man exist so 
some form of art will exist. The human being must express his idea and yearnings in some form of 
activity. The arts satisfy man’s emotional needs and his desire for beauty in all manifestations. If we 
doubt this let us examine some of the abundant evidence that everywhere surrounds us. 
 

1. Write two paragraphs to bring the essay to the end. In the first paragraph you should give 
some illustrations for the previous paragraph. The second paragraph should contain the 
summing up, the conclusion of the whole essay. 

2. Write a poem to bring the essay to the end. Express your opinion concerning poetry in the modern life. 

 
 
 


